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The Racing Rules of Sailing 

* Available from the App Store  

* Search “US Sailing Bookstore” 

* free for US Sailing members 



Where Appeals & 
Questions Come From… 

 

Where Cases Come From… 
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Section 1 – 

Abstracts of Appeals and 
Cases by Rule Number 















Case 50  
Gives guidance to resolve the  
classic “he said – she said” 
 
Case 88 
Reminds that contact is not 
needed to prove a keep-clear 
boat failed to keep clear 
 



































Case 77 –  

Keep-clear boat *is* keeping clear if struck by 
a piece of right-of-way boat’s equipment 
suddenly flying out of “normal position” 

 

Case 91 –  

Keep-clear boat is *not* keeping clear if it 
runs into a piece of right-of-way boat’s 
equipment that has been out of “normal 
position” long  enough for keep- clear boat to 
see and avoid it 





Room   The space a boat needs 
in the existing conditions, 
including space to comply with 
her obligations under the rules 
of Part 2 and rule 31, while 
manoeuvring promptly in a 
seamanlike way. 
 









14 AVOIDING CONTACT 
A boat shall avoid contact with another 
boat if reasonably possible. However, a 
right-of-way boat or one entitled to room 
or mark-room 
(a) need not act to avoid contact until it 
is clear that the other boat is not keeping 
clear or giving room or mark-room, and 
(b) shall be exonerated if she breaks 
this rule and the contact does not cause 
damage or injury. 
  

 









































•Your Opinion Matters 
 
Please open the Sailing Leadership Forum app and 
complete the session survey found in the menu bar 
for a chance to win a free drink ticket! 

 
Thank you for attending this session 


