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• Vacant Land Usage 
• Reusable construction 
• Water Collection 
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• Member of the Green Sports Alliance. 
• Leverage our standing in the sailing community to 

highlight sustainable practices. 
• Reduce plastic usage.   
• Use of vacant land, leave it better than we found it. 
• Reusable construction. 
• Water collection built into the building. 
• Lionfish tournament.   
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Damian Foxall  CWF 
Recreation education manager 
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Presentation Notes
Professional sailor
Canadian Wildlife Federation – Recreation education manager
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46 years of being on and around the water
9 rtw races including 5 VOR 
To all corners of the globe
As part of our panel discussion I would like to develop with you a perspective.
1. The sailor’s privilege and responsibility as an ambassador of the natural world




“We can’t conserve something we don’t understand 
We can’t understand something we don’t experience” 
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2. As ambassadors the opportunity we have to create engagement with the natural world for the wider audience
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STARWARS

I Grew up in the Kingdom of Kerry, SW Ireland.
Pristine wild and sometimes savage beauty that made us who we are
Frank story
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As regular boaters, professional or amateur - we get to see and experience the water in a way that most people never will
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Southern Ocean – Albatross at the ends of the earth







xkcd.com 
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But even for us sometimes we forget …..



xkcd.com 
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…we are just looking at the tip of the iceberg
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The special privilege we have to interact with the natural world be it marine or freshwater comes with a responsibility…
We are Ambassadors for what is beyond the thoughts, minds and understanding of most people.
Spot the odd one out ?
Of course Freshwater species – it is easy to forget for many sailors but a large percentage of water activity is on the freshwater bassins
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On the coast or inland we all live in a watershed.
The importance of our waterways and ocean health is inextricably linked to our own well being wherever we live – 

Example
Breath * 3 – stop * 3 count
If the first three breathes you took came from terrestrial plants – then the next three breathes we didn’t take came from our ocean and lakes
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A key question we can all ask ourselves ?



Credit: Gulf of Alaska Keeper 
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“I have a dream” – History would have been quite different if he had decided to have a nightmare.
Given the issues we have the same choice :
Accept the status quo
Preach do’s and don’ts
 OR
*  Positive exemplary action
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Starting with our own personal choices first
What can I do to make a difference ?
Will my creations be beautiful and artistic?
Will I be a better consumer?



Marine animal rescue program 
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Report issues I see …
Or design better industrial models and materials
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Or most importantly, Will I educate

Children that experience outdoor education get significant benefits on multiple levels:
* They are more empathetic
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They do better in school across all subjects
Have better multidisciplinary skills
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* They are physically healthier….



Develop 
connections… 
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Most importantly..
* They develop connections to the natural world….



…that 
last a 

lifetime 
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That last a lifetime.
Connections that become an integral part of their personal value system





"We can't solve problems by using 
the same kind of thinking we used 

when we created them."  
 

- Albert Einstein 
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I will finish be sharing with you a personal opinion on ocean plastic:
Many of the cleaning ideas and programs developed are fantastic and serve a real purpose, especially in that they play a key role in experiential education and public awareness.
However, as per the quote above by relying on cleanup alone we are at best only treating a symptom. 
We are the little boy with his finger in the dam and with a rising flood – it will be a long wait

The only real way of solving the ocean plastic issue is at source, by rethinking the whole economy, industry and consumption   of plastics.
For those interested - a report just came out from the EMF which develops just this approach.

Thank you
I look forward to hearing from our next panelist and to developing some of these ideas with you further
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