
Safety Gear That  
Makes a Difference 



Where do we start? 

• Know your limits and the limits of your vessel 
• Be informed about the weather 
• Have a modest amount of safety gear 
• Keep your crew safe 
• Keep the water out of the boat 
• Have the ability to fetch a safe harbor 

and 

• Have the ability to call for help if those don’t work 





Communications: 
Just who are you going to call for help? 

• The Coast Guard? 
Rescue 21 within 20nm of the shore 
How about half way to Hawaii or Bermuda? 

• Commercial Ships? 
How can you be sure of contacting them? 

• Recreational vessels? 
What are some of the ways you can increase your chances of reaching 
them? 



How are you going to call that ship  
on the horizon? 

GMDSS 
• What is GMDSS? 

 
• Who regulates GMDSS? 

What is GMDSS Equipment? 
• 2.1 Emergency position-

indicating radio beacon (EPIRB) 
• 2.2 NAVTEX 
• 2.3 Inmarsat 
• 2.4 High Frequency Radio 
• 2.5 Search and Rescue Locating 

device (SART) 
• 2.6 VHF Radio with Digital 

Selective Calling 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need to introduce this concept without boring everyone...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_SystemEmergency_position-indicating_radio_beacon_.28EPIRB.29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_SystemEmergency_position-indicating_radio_beacon_.28EPIRB.29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#NAVTEX
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#Inmarsat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#High_Frequency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#Search_and_Rescue_Locating_device
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#Search_and_Rescue_Locating_device
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#Digital_Selective_Calling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_Maritime_Distress_and_Safety_System#Digital_Selective_Calling


List of proposed items 

Gear that makes a difference 
• Inflatable LJ with Harness 
• Fixed Mount VHF Radios 

with GPS and DSC 
• HH VHF with DSC/GPS 
• EPIRB/PLB 
• LED Lights 
• AIS 
• Lifesling/MOB Rescue 

Device 
 

• Laser Flare 
• Modern life rafts 
• Replacements for HH flares 
• SART 
• HH VHF 
• HH SOLAS VHF 
• COB Beacons 

• Software which anticipates 
grounding 

• Software for tablets and phones? 

Additional Equipment  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask the audience: what items would you never leave home without?



Inflatable PFD with  
Harness and Tether 

#1 Personal Safety Gear 
Requires maintenance 
Add lights, signals 
 



Fixed Mount VHF with  
GPS/DSC and Masthead Antenna 



Rescue 21 





Handheld VHF with GPS/DSC 



EPIRB/PLB 



You’re not buying a product, you’re 
buying access to a worldwide network  



Personal LED Lights 



LED Lights 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I wonder if we want to leave the handflare replacement for a later slide?



AIS 



Personal Signaling Gear 

Laser Flare PFD Lights 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should we put Personal MOB Beacons on this list?



Vessel Signaling Gear 
Replacement for Hand Held Flares              

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention changes to the OSRs and reduced focus on aerial flares.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I wonder if we want to leave the handflare replacement for a later slide?



Survival gear after the boat sinks 

Modern LIfe Raft 
 

SART 
 



Personal Beacons 



Improvements in  
Navigation Software 

         Software that anticipates grounding 
 



Handy Software for Sailors 



Navionics for iOS 





Tide Graph 
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